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Abstract

One of the critical issues in discussions related to children’s rights is the validation
of the authority and interventions exercised by the father and paternal grandfather in
matters concerning the child. From a legal and jurisprudential perspective, while the
concept of the guardian’s authority and the acceptance of their actions is explicitly
recognized, there is no uniform interpretation of the extent and nature of the father’s
and paternal grandfather’s control. Consequently, questions and debates arise about
the scope, characteristics, and manner of the guardian’s actions in child-related af-
fairs. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to explore this
issue. The central finding of this research is that the authority of the father and paternal
grandfather in matters concerning the child is conditional, and their actions should
primarily be assessed based on the child’s best interests rather than merely the absence
of harm. This principle also applies in cases of conflict between the father’s and the pa-
ternal grandfather’s decisions. From this perspective, the revised provisions of Article
1184 of the Iranian Civil Code still require further review.

Keywords: children’s rights, legal guardian (apotropos), father, paternal grandfather,
interests.
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